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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 C.F.R. § 1.8) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage 
as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington D.C., 20231, on the 
date below. 



February 27, 200 



Cynde Meinhirt 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the 
listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are enclosed for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 



V 





In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be 
an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely filed 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b). No fees are believed to be due in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; however, should any fees under 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.16 to 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to these materials, the Assistant 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from Williams, Morgan & Amerson, 
P.C., Deposit Account No. 50-0786/2039.0 17000KDG. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in the present 

case. 



WILLIAMS, MORGAN & AMERSON, P.C. 
10333 Richmond, Suite 1100 
Houston, Texas 77042 
(713) 934-4094 
(713) 934-7011 (fax) 

February 27, 2003 
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Reg. No. 30,460 
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Form PTO- 1449 (modified) 

List of Patents and Publications for Applicant's 

Information Disclosure Statement 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 




U.S. Patent Documents 
See Page 1 



Ref. 
Des. 



Al 



A2 



A3 



A4 



A5 



A6 



A7 



A8 



A9 



A10 



A11 



A12 



A13 



A14 



A15 



A16 



A17 



A18 



A19 



A20 



A21 



Atty. Docket No. 
2039.0170007KDG 



Serial No. 
09/923,751 



Applicants 

John D. Hottovy et al. 



Filing Date: 
August 7, 2001 



Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page 1 



Group: 
1713 



0$ 



'003 



Other Art 

See Page 1 



Oq 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Document 
Number 



5,731,381 



5,387,659 



5,237,025 



5,207,929 



5,200,502 



5,183,866 



4,958,006 



4,613,484 



4,501,885 



4,424,341 



4,402,864 



4,364,842 



4,345,055 



4,296,001 



4,276,191 



4,182,810 



4,151,122 



4,121,029 



3,998,995 



3,817,962 



3,152,872 



Date 



03/24/1998 



02/07/1995 



08/17/1993 



05/04/1993 



04/06/1993 



02/02/1993 



09/18/1990 



09/23/1986 



02/26/1985 



01/03/1984 



09/06/1983 



12/21/1982 



08/17/1982 



10/20/1981 



06/30/1981 



01/08/1980 



04/24/1979 



10/17/1978 



12/21/1976 



06/18/1974 



10/13/1964 



Name 



Apecetche et al. 



Hottovy et al. 



Benham et al. 



Sung et al. 



Kao et al. 



Hottovy 



Bernier et al. 



Ayres et al. 



Sherk et al. 



Hanson et al. 



McDaniel 



McDaniel et al. 



Hawley 



Hawley 



Karayannis et al. 



Willcox 



McDaniel et al. 



Irvin et al. 



Buss et al. 



Smith et al. 



Scoggin et al. 



Class 



526 



526 



526 



210 



528 



526 



528 



422 



528 



528 



252 



252 



526 



252 



252 



526 



252 



526 



526 



260 



34 



Sub 
Class 



83 



59 



114 



774 



494 



88 



501 



132 



501 



501 



430 



430 



96 



458 



429 



64 



458 



64 



59 



88.2 



15 



Filing Date of 
App. 



11/01/1996 



02/08/1993 



10/09/1990 



08/02/1991 



08/26/1992 



08/30/1989 



06/28/1988 



11/30/1984 



10/14/1981 



09/21/1981 



08/14/1981 



12/31/1980 



05/20/1981 



02/06/1980 



06/04/1979 



04/21/1978 



12/05/1977 



12/06/1976 



12/02/1974 



10/26/1971 



03/06/1961 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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U.S. Patent Documents 
See Page 1 



Atty. Docket No. 
2039.01 7000/KDG 



Applicants 

John D. Hottovy et al. 



Filing Date: 
August 7, 2001 



Serial No. 
09/923,751 



Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page 1 



Group: 
1713 



1? Oq 



Other Art 
See Page 1 



Foreign Patent Documents 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
Yes/No 




Bl 
















B2 
















B3 
















B4 
















B5 















Other Art (Including Author, Title, Date Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Citation 




CI 






C2 






C3 






C4 






C5 





Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP609; Draw line through 

CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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